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County fair season means something a little     
different to everyone. For some, it’s the once‑a‑year 
excuse to indulge in funnel cakes, cheer at the rodeo, 
or stroll through rows of 4‑H and FFA exhibits. For 
others, especially the kids and families who’ve spent 
months preparing, it’s a fast‑paced stretch of final 
grooming, project finishing, and perfecting those 
baked goods just in time for judging. 

       

Even with the chaos, fairs offer something truly special. They teach     
our youth the value of hard work, responsibility, and seeing a project 
through. They keep agriculture and home economics alive and thriving,    
ensuring the next generation learns how to build, create, and contribute. 
And nothing compares to watching a young exhibitor earn that first ribbon.  
Their excitement, the pride, and the friendships formed along the way  
never lose their shine. 

       

Many county fairs will have wrapped up by the time this issue reaches 
you, but the Nebraska State Fair is right around the corner. The Nebraska 
Angus Association is excited to be part of this year’s event and looks            
forward to supporting our Angus breeders throughout the show. For those 
planning to exhibit, here are the key details: 
 

       

Early entry deadline: August 10 

       

Late entry deadline: August 15 (late fees double) 

       

Entry portal: Nebraska State Fair Livestock Exhibitors 

       

Open Beef Show: September 2 at 9:00 AM 

       

Angus Ring: Ring 1, following Red Angus 

       

Check‑in: At your stall the day before; cattle must be in place by 10 AM 

       

Nebraska Bred & Owned Awards:  

       

               $500 split between the top bull and female  
 

       

Once the State Fair wraps up, we’ll roll right into the Nebraska Angus 
Tour, held September 27–28 in the North Platte area and this year’s lineup is 
outstanding. Our headquarters will be at the Holiday Inn in North Platte. 
The tour kicks off with our 2nd annual three‑person golf tournament,        
followed by cattle pen displays, the annual meeting, and our banquet and 
awards program at the fairgrounds. Day two includes ranch visits, sponsor 
presentations, additional cattle displays, and a special stop at Sustainable 
Beef. Registration is available at www.nebraskaangus.org under the Events 
& Programs tab. We’ll once again be using QR codes for easy sign‑up.         
Simply open the flyer on your device, scan the QR code with your phone’s 
camera, and follow the link to the registration form. Payments can be mailed 
to: Nebraska Angus Association, PO Box 245, Long Pine, NE 69217. If        
technology isn’t your thing, just reach out and I will be happy to get you 
registered. We hope you’ll join us for this year’s tour. It promises excellent 
Angus cattle, great food, plenty of socializing, and the excitement of a heifer 
donated by Twisted J Angus for the raffle. Keep an eye on our Facebook 
page for updates and highlights. 

       

Summer is slipping by quickly, but 
there’s still plenty to look forward to. Enjoy 
these last warm weeks and the early days of 
fall and we can’t wait to see you at the  up-
coming Nebraska Angus Association events! 
 

       

Sincerely, 

       

Margo Lehn 

       

NAA, Secretary/Manager 

       

(402) 760-0386 

       

info@nebraskaangus.org 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

September 2nd: Nebraska State Fair Open Angus Show,  
Grand Island, Nebraska  

 
September 27th: Nebraska Angus Association  

3-Person Golf Tournament, North Platte, Nebraska 
 

September 27th: Nebraska Angus Association Annual Meeting 
& Banquet, North Platte, Nebraska 

 
September 27-28th: Nebraska Angus Association Tour,  

North Platte, Nebraska 

   SIZE          MEMBER  NON MEMB. 
Full page            $450             $625 
2/3 Page            $350             $490 
1/2 Page            $290             $400 
1/4 Page            $190             $250 
Business        $60 Issue    $125 Issue 
  Card     or 4 Issues for $180 
 
5%-20% Discounts are available for 

consecutive issue advertising! 
 

COLOR RATES 
FULL & 2/3 PAGE 

$50 per color with max of $150  
1/2 & 1/4 PAGE 

$30 per color with max of $90  
Business card ads can have color 

added for no additional cost 
 

CONTRACT ADVERTISING  
DISCOUNTS AVAIL ABLE 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
Margo Lehn, Editor • 402/760-0386 

info@nebraskaangus.org 
 

Jessamyn Voss, Production    
308/430-2999 - 

jcranchdesigns@gmail.com 
 

Winter Issue • Deadline: Dec. 1 
Spring Issue • Deadline: Feb 1 

Fall Issue • Deadline: July 1 
Holiday Issue • Deadline: Oct 1 

Official Publication of the  
Nebraska Angus Association 

NEW ADVERTISING PRICES
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By:  Adam Sellman, NAA President

As we move through another 
challenging Nebraska summer, 
many of our members continue 

to face persistent drought conditions. 
While rainfall has been welcomed in 
isolated areas, much of the state        
remains short on moisture, and the   
effects are evident in our pastures, hay 
production, and water supplies. These 
conditions require difficult manage-
ment decisions, but they also remind 
us of the resilience and determination 
that define Nebraska cattle producers. 

       

One strategy many producers      
are considering is early weaning.      
Although it is never an easy decision, 
early weaning can significantly reduce 
the nutritional demands on cows, 
helping maintain body condition 
while preserving limited forage           
resources. Every operation is different, 
and each producer must evaluate 
what is best for their herd, but           
adapting to current conditions can  
position both cows and calves for 
long-term success. 

       

The encouraging news is that the 
cattle market continues to provide   
optimism. Demand for quality Angus 
genetics remains strong, and calf 
prices continue to reward producers 
who have invested in sound genetics, 
good management, and herd health. 
Even in a year filled with weather 
challenges, the value of producing 
high-quality Angus cattle has never 
been more apparent. 

       

These market conditions serve as 
a reminder that the investments we 
make in our breeding programs pay 
dividends well beyond a single       
season. Nebraska Angus breeders 
have built a reputation for producing 

cattle that perform efficiently, add 
value throughout the supply chain, 
and meet the needs of commercial            
producers across the country. 

       

As we navigate the remainder of 
the summer, I encourage everyone to 
continue supporting one another. 
Agriculture has always been built on 
strong communities, and our Angus 
family is no exception. Whether       
sharing ideas, lending a helping hand, 
or simply checking in with a neighbor, 
those small acts of support make         
a meaningful difference during        
challenging times. 

       

Thank you for your continued 
commitment to the Nebraska Angus 
Association and to the Angus breed.     
I hope favorable weather arrives soon 
and that the strong cattle market       
continues to provide opportunities  
for all of our members. I look forward 
to seeing many of you at upcoming 
Nebraska Angus events and wish you 
a safe and successful season. 
 

       

Sincerely, 
 

       

Adam Sellman 

       

NAA President  

       

(308) 430-3742  

       

ajsellman@bbc.net

PRESIDENT SPEAKS

Nebraska Angus Association 
 

President 
Adam Sellman, Crawford  

308/430-3742 
ajsellman@bbc.net 

 

Vice President 
Mike Bredemeier, Stella 

402/883-7113 
breddiescrew@sentco.net 

 

Secretary/Manager 
Margo Lehn, Long Pine 

402/760-0386 
info@nebraskaangus.org 

 

Past President  
Adam Sawyer, Bassett 

402/760-2623 
abcattle@gmail.com  

 

Commercial Director  
(Term Expires 12/27) 

Arlan Paxton, Stapleton 
308/530-4497 

arlanpaxton1969@gmail.com 
 

West Director 
(Term Expires 12/27) 

Mike Pilakowski 
308/249-0885 

mikepilakow@gmail.com 
 

North Director 
(Term Expires 12/26) 

Landon Miller, Cody 
402/389-0216 

milleranguscattle@gmail.com 
 

Central Director 
(Term Expires 12/27) 

Cody Sitz, Taylor 
402/750-4598 

csitz36@outlook.com  
 

South Director 
(Term Expires 12/26) 

Grant Jones, Haigler 
308/883-0565 

gdjones1020@gmail.com 
 

Northeast Director 
(Term Expires 12/27) 

Eric Frese, Columbus 
402/276-4086 

freseangus@gmail.com 
 

Southeast Director 
(Term Expires 12/26) 

Cassie Macholan, Linwood 
402/615-4197 

doubledangus@outlook.com 
  

Material appearing in this issue may be reprinted  
only with written permission of the Nebraska Angus 

Association. The Nebraska Angus News and the 
Nebraska Angus Association is obligated and 

reserves the right to reject any request for  
advertising space which would not serve the best 
interest of our membership. Any rejection is not 
intended as a reflection upon the subject of the 

advertisement. 

 2026 NEBRASKA ANGUS ASSOCIATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
PICTURED LEFT TO RIGHT BACK ROW: CODY SITZ, GRANT JONES, LANDON MILLER, ERIC FRESE, MIKE PILAKOWSKI, AND 

ARLAN PAXTON. FRONT ROW: MARGO LEHN, MIKE BREDEMEIER, ADAM SELLMAN, AND ADAM SAWYER. 
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Dear Fellow Nebraska 
Angus Breeders,

By:  Danny Poss, AAA Board Member

AMERICAN ANGUS ASS. BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Summer is always an enjoyable 
time of the year in the Angus 
business because it gives us the 

opportunity to watch our junior  
members grow-not only as cattlemen 
and cattlewomen, but as leaders. 

       

The 2026 National Junior Angus 
Show in Louisville, Kentucky, was   
another tremendous success.             
Congratulations to all the juniors,  
parents, volunteers, and supporters 
who invested countless hours to make 
the event memorable. While the 
showring is certainly a highlight, the 
National Junior Angus Show is about 
so much more than exhibiting cattle. 
Throughout the week, juniors had the 
opportunity to compete in events  
such as livestock judging, quiz        
bowl, public speaking, team sales, 
photography, graphic design, cooking, 
and numerous other contests that help 
develop leadership, communication, 
and life skills. These young people 
continue to impress us with their 
work ethic, sportsmanship, and          
dedication to the Angus breed.          
They truly represent the future of our 
Association, and that future is bright. 

       

As we look ahead to next year, 
we’re excited that the 2027 National 
Junior Angus Show will be held in 
Grand Island, Nebraska. Although the 
event will be hosted by the Iowa and 
Minnesota Angus Associations, hav-
ing Junior Nationals right here in        
Nebraska gives our members a unique 
opportunity to support one of the  
premier events in the Angus breed 
without traveling far from home.         
I hope many Nebraska families will 
make plans to attend, encourage        
our outstanding juniors, and help  
welcome Angus enthusiasts from 
across the country to the heart of     
cattle country. 

       

Before we get to next year though, 
I hope you’ll make plans to attend the 
Nebraska Angus Tour, September 27-
28, in North Platte. The annual tour is 
always one of the highlights of the 
year. It’s a chance to visit outstanding 
Angus operations, see quality cattle, 
learn from fellow breeders, and spend 
time with friends who share a passion 
for the Angus breed. Whether you’ve 
attended for years or it’s your first 
time, I encourage you to join us for a 
great weekend. 

       

Looking ahead, don’t forget           
the American Angus Association        
Annual Convention, November           
13-16, in Louisville, Kentucky.              
The convention offers valuable          
educational opportunities through 
Angus University and Learning 

Lounge sessions, along with                    
important Association business and 
the National Angus activities. While 
you’re there, you’ll also have the          
opportunity to attend the North 
American International Livestock       
Exposition (NAILE) Junior Angus 
Show, making it a great week of     
learning, fellowship, and outstanding 
Angus cattle. 

       

As always, thank you for your 
continued support of the Nebraska 
Angus Association. I look forward to 
seeing many of you at the Nebraska 
Angus Tour this fall and throughout 
the coming year. 
 
 

       

Warm regards, 
 

       

Danny Poss 

       

AAA Board Member 

       

(308) 571-0417     

       

bulls@possangus.com

 
R E S E R V E  Y O U R  S P A C E   

F O R  T H E  2 0 2 6  
H O L I D A Y  I S S U E  

 

ADS DUE OCTOBER 1ST  
 
 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

Margo Lehn, Secretary/Manager 
402/760-0386  or  info@nebraskaangus.com  





NEBRASKA ANGUS ASSOCIATION HEIFER  
RAFFLE SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 

 
The Nebraska Angus Association offers this scholarship to youth involved with the Angus breed through the contribution of a heifer donated by a  
current Nebraska Angus Association member. The drawing for the heifer takes place at the annual Nebraska Angus Tour. Raffle tickets are sold with all 
proceeds going to the scholarship fund. This program was started by George Marcy of Marcy Livestock. He wanted to work with the Nebraska Angus 
Association to start a program to pay it forward to our younger cattle producers. When he was young he had received a heifer from a raffle like this 
that helped him start his own herd. That is our hope with this program to help pay it forward to our younger generation. 
 
HEIFER DONOR FOR 2026 - PICK OF PEN: TWISTED J LIVESTOCK, ARNOLD NE 
• Scholarship will be awarded during the Nebraska Junior Angus Banquet  
• Send applications by October 15, 2026 to Margo Lehn at the Nebraska Angus  

Association office by emailing to info@nebraskaangus.org or  
mailing to PO Box 245, Long Pine, NE 69217  
(If sending by email please call and confirm that it is received) 

 
Requirements: 
• You or your family is a current member of the Nebraska Angus Association 
• Resident of Nebraska 
• A graduating high school senior or current undergraduate/graduate student 
 
 

Applications can be found at WWW.NEBRASKAANGUS.ORG 
or contact Margo Lehn • Secretary/Manager • 402-760-0386 • info@nebraskaangus.org 
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As I look ahead to serving as 
President of the Nebraska     
Junior Angus Association        

this year, I’m excited about the            
opportunities we have as an               
association. I hope this year is one 
where every member feels welcome, 
involved, and encouraged to                 
participate. 

       

One of my biggest goals is to        
improve communication and help 
every junior know what’s happening 
and how they can get involved. 
Whether you’ve been a member for 
years or are just getting started, I want 
everyone to feel like they have a place 
in our association. Sometimes all it 
takes is a friendly invitation or a little 
extra information to help someone 
take that first step. 

       

This year is especially exciting       
because the National Junior Angus 
Show will be held in Nebraska next 
summer. It gives us an incredible        
opportunity to showcase our state, 
welcome families from across the 
country, and introduce even more 
young people to the Nebraska Junior 
Angus Association. I hope we can use 
this event to grow our membership 
and encourage new juniors to become 
involved long after the show is over. 

Hello Angus Family,

JUNIOR VIEWPOINT
By:  Payton Scott, NJAA President

Nebraska Junior 
Angus Association  

2026-2027 
Officers & Directors 

 

President 
Payton Scott 

Gordon, NE  • 308/360-3801 
 

1st Vice President 
McKinley Stoller 

Palisade, NE • 308/737-0210 
 

2nd Vice President 
Julia Wolfe 

Raymond, NE • 402/405-2164 
 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Harper Scott 

Gordon, NE  • 308/360-3801 
 

Communications Director 
Addison Dalrymple 

Arnold, NE • 308/650-2304 
 

Communications Director 
Sutton Hartwell 

Arnold, NE  • 402/380-7314 
 

Membership Director 
Blaise Hartwell 

Oakland, NE • 402/380-7314 
 

Membership Director 
Adalynn Jones 

Syacuse, NE • 402/404-9997 
 
 

Advisors: 
 

Jake & Kami Scott 
7026 State Hwy 27 • Gordon, NE 69343 

308/360-3801 
Jim and Melissa Crouse 

19818 N Nickel Rd • Belgrade, NE 69623 
308/550-1441 

Dan & Cassie Malander 
22275 State Hwy 52 • Belgrade, NE 68623 

308/550-0348 

       

Leadership isn’t about one          
person—it’s about working together.  
I encourage every member to attend 
events, meet someone new, and step 
outside their comfort zone. The 
friendships, leadership skills, and        
experiences you gain through the  
Junior Angus Association are truly 
one of a kind. 

       

I’m looking forward to serving 
alongside our junior board, advisors, 
and members. Together, I know we 
can make this a fun, successful year 
while building an even stronger       
future for the Nebraska Junior      
Angus Association. 
 

       

Warmest regards, 
 

       

Payton Scott 

       

(308) 360-3801  

       

kami@krebsranch.com 

 Mark Your Calendars 
 

NEBRASKA JUNIOR ANGUS SHOW 
DECEMBER 5-6, 2026 

KEARNEY, NEBRASKA 
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2026 NEBRASKA JUNIOR ANGUS STATE SHOW
Nebraska Junior Angus State Show, May 31st, 2026, Albion, Nebraska.  

P.D. Miller, Torrington, Wyo., evaluated the 55 entries. Photos by Nebraska Angus Association

LHR Susie 7589-5211 won reserve grand champion phenotype and 
genotype female. CHARLIE SHAW, FAIRFIELD, NEB., owns the February 

2025 daughter of Connealy Commerce.

4M Dignity 532 won reserve grand champion bred-and-owned bull. 
KASEY MEYER, BLUE HILL, NEB., owns the January 2025 son of BNWZ 

Dignity 8017.

Smith Ms Beauty 103N won supreme breeding and grand champion 
owned female. ADDISON CROUSE, BELGRADE, NEB., owns the May 

2025 daughter of STAG Good Times 201 ET. 
 She first claimed intermediate champion.

JMCC Trixxy 378N won reserve grand champion bred-and-owned  
female. BRIGGS CROUSE, BELGRADE, NEB., owns the  

December 2025 daughter of PVF Capone 2104.

Bear Mtn Eisa Erica 4543 won grand champion cow-calf pair.  
MCKINLEY STOLLER, PALISADE, NEB., owns the January 2024 daughter 

of Bear Mtn Justice. A December 2025 heifer calf sired by Bear Mtn 
Covert 4554 completes the winning pair. The cow also won grand 

champion phenotype and genotype female.

Laflins Galaxie 444 won reserve grand champion owned  
female. PAYTON SCOTT, GORDON, NEB., owns the October 2024  

daughter of BNWZ Dignity 8017.  
She earlier won senior champion.

544N won grand champion steer. 
 RUBY EDWARDS, FRANKLIN, NEB., owns the March 2025 son  

of Hill Valley Reckoning 931.

Rist Grit 301 won reserve grand champion steer.  
 ZOEY MALANDER, GENOA, NEB., owns the March 2025  

son of Rist True Grit 354.

KAYCEE NELSON, ANSLEY, NEB., won champion Angus influence market 
steer at the 2026 Nebraska State Junior Angus Show.

KARLEE NELSON, ANSLEY, NEB., won reserve Angus influence  
market steer at the 2026 Nebraska State Junior Angus Show.

OVERALL SHOWMANSHIP WINNER 
 

These junior Angus members won top honors in their  
division of showmanship at the 2026 Nebraska State Junior 
Angus Show, May 31 in Albion, Neb. Pictured from left are 

Mckinley Stoller, Miss Nebraska Angus; Addison Crouse,  
Belgrade, senior champion; Kasey Meyer, Blue Hill, reserve 
senior champion; Tinley Leubbe, Staplehurst, intermediate 

champion; Kaycee Nelson, Ansley, reserve intermediate 
champion; Harper Scott, Gordon, junior B champion;  

Zane Anderson, Guide Rock, reserve junior B champion; 
Waylon Hartwell, Oakland, junior A champion; Karlee  

Nelson, Ansley, reserve junior A champion; and Addison 
 Dalrymple, Nebraska Angus princess.
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NEBRASKA SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

       

My name is LOgANNE BARtA, 
and I’m from Yutan, Nebraska. I’ve 
been involved with the Nebraska 
Angus Association for the past eight 
years and am incredibly grateful to 
have received the Nebraska Angus 
Heifer Raffle Scholarship. Serving as 
the Nebraska Angus Queen was one 
of the most rewarding experiences 
I’ve had, allowing me to represent the 
breed while developing my leadership 
and communication skills. I’m           
currently a junior at Kansas State      
University, where I’m majoring in       
Animal Science. I continue to stay       
actively involved in the livestock       
industry while pursuing my goal of a 
career with embryology. 
 

       

BRAxON RyNEARSON, a         
graduate of Broken Bow High School, 
has been part of the Nebraska Angus 
Association and Jr. Angus Association 
since 2018. Braxton has been very       
active in competitions in Nebraska, 
Nevada, Montana, Oklahoma, and 
Wisconsin.  He has also participated in 
Angus Raising the Bar and LEAD 
leadership events. 

       

Braxon’s involvement is rooted     
in family tradition and the legacy of 
raising quality livestock.  Angus        
cattle have been a part of the family 
operation and continuing that legacy 
gives him a sense of pride and          
responsibility.  This passion continues 
to grow as Braxton has been            
employed with Dal Porto Livestock, 
working daily with show cattle along 
with his own herd, learning and 
growing within the industry. 

       

Through involvement with the 
Angus breed Braxon states, “the  
breed offers leadership, education, 
and community opportunities 
through junior associations and          
activities. Through these I have grown 
personally and professionally, gaining 
valuable lessons in communication, 
responsibility, and agriculture. I am 
excited to continue growing and 
learning alongside some of the best in 
the breed.” 

       

Braxon will attend UNL this fall 
and major in Agribusiness.  He            
intends to continue to grow his herd 
and mentor others looking to become 
involved in the programs offered. 

1st Place - $600 
Loganne Barta

2nd Place - $400 
Braxton Rynearson

3rd Place - $250 
JessaLynn Hudson

       

My name is JESSALyNN       
HudSON, a native of Belvidere,        
Nebraska, where I was raised on a      
diversified cow/calf and farming        
operation in the southeast region of 
the state. It was there that my passion 
for the Angus breed took root. I began 
exhibiting Angus heifers in 2016 and 
attended my first National Junior 
Angus Show in Grand Island,              
Nebraska. Since then, I have remained 
actively involved in the Nebraska  
Junior Angus Association, serving in 
various leadership capacities and 
broadening my experience through 
participation in numerous national 
competitions. Currently, I am              
pursuing a degree in Animal Science 
and Agricultural Communications, 
with a minor in the Krutsinger Beef 
Industry Scholars at the University of 
Nebraska–Lincoln. My long-term goal 
is to continue establishing an Angus 
herd while remaining engaged in the 
Angus community, with the intention 
of giving back to the Nebraska Angus 
Association and supporting the next 
generation of producers.
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OUR ANGUS FAMILY OBITUARIES 
the youth he inspired, and the many 
friends and colleagues fortunate 
enough to know him. 

       

Burial will be at Blue Valley    
Cemetery in Ayr, NE. In lieu of         
flowers, the family requests those 
wishing to make contributions in Jeff 
Ralph Lovett’s memory to do so to the 
Ralph S. Lovett Scholarship fund    
(Fund 604326) at The Ohio State      
University Foundation, PO Box 736096 
Chicago, IL  
 
 

K  ent L. SMitH was born in 
Ainsworth, NE on September 
3, 1955 to George Ira Smith and 

Clarice Cleo Bolich, and passed away 
on June 28, 2026 in Bassett, NE. He 
was raised on the ranch south of      
Bassett along with his sister, Rennae. 
Kent attended the Sybrant School 
which was a tradition for the Smith 
Family. Kent’s great-grandma, Laura 
Maurer taught there and lived with 
Pauly and Bessie Lanz during her 
tenure at the school. Pauly and Bessie 
may have had something to do with 
Laura meeting their neighbor, Ira 
Smith, and the rest is history. Kent’s  
father, George and his sister, Alice, 
Kent and his sister, Rennae, and his 
son, Trevor all attended Sybrant 
School through the eighth grade. Kent 
graduated from Rock County High 
School in 1973. He attended Chadron 
State College for one year, after which 
he returned to the ranch to join the 
family operation. 

J  effrey r. "Jeff" Lovett 
passed away peacefully                 
surrounded by his loving family        

       after a courageous battle with  
pancreatic cancer on July 15th. 

       

Jeff was the cherished husband of 
Sandy Lovett; devoted father of 
Cheyann (Clayton) Boyles, Montana 
(Heath) Schroeder, Dakota Lovett, 
(Maddie Matuszewski) and Bristol 
Lovett; proud grandfather to Maylee, 
Kane and Nora whom he adored; 
beloved brother of Courtney (Shelly) 
Lovett; cherished son-in-law of Joyce 
Flesher; and dear brother-in-law of 
Doug Flesher. He was preceded in 
death by his parents, Terry and Joyce 
Lovett; his father-in-law, Bill Flesher; 
and his sister, Angie Scheideler (John 
Scheideler). 

       

Jeff was born on September 24, 
1969, in Cincinnati, Ohio. An active 
FFA member at Benjamin Logan       
High School, he developed a lifelong 
passion for showing cattle. He later  
attended The Ohio State University, 
ATI in Wooster, Ohio, where he earned 
his degree and met the love of his life, 
Sandy. 

       

Jeff and Sandy were married on 
August 24, 1991, and shared nearly    
35 years of marriage filled with love, 
partnership, and devotion to family. 
Later that year, they moved to their 
cattle operation in Nebraska and 
founded Hidden Valley Angus.          
Together, they built a successful  
Angus operation that produced         
numerous champion cattle at the   
local, state, and national levels. 

       

A proud third-generation member 
of the family business, Jeff served as 
Vice President of Lovett & Sons       
Meat Packing in Hastings, Nebraska, 
and helped lead Hi Point Beef in  
Bellefontaine, Ohio. He was an          
active member and board member of 
National Meat Association frequent 
speaker at the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln's Beef 101 program. 

       

Jeff spent 22 years as a cattle buyer 
for American Foods Group, where he 
was known for his willingness and  
enjoyment to mentoring interns             
entering the industry. Most recently,  

he and his family relocated to             
Kentucky, where he served as Lead 
Buyer for AFG's Eastern Region. 
Wherever his work took him, from 
local sale barns to cattle markets across 
the nation, Jeff built lasting friendships 
and earned the respect of those around 
him. 

       

Jeff was deeply committed to      
supporting youth in agriculture,         
serving as President of the Webster 
County 4-H Council and, alongside 
Sandy, as an advisor to the Nebraska 
Junior Angus Association. Most          
recently, he served as a judge for the 
National 4-H Livestock Quiz Bowl 
Competition at the North American in 
Kentucky. 

       

Beyond his many professional        
accomplishments, Jeff's greatest pride 
was the family he and Sandy built        
together. He loved his children and 
grandchildren deeply and was            
immensely proud of each of them. 

       

Jeff was a devoted fan of The Ohio 
State Buckeyes, the Cincinnati Bengals 
and Reds. He loved gathering family 
and friends around the grill, where his 
prime rib, ribs, and brisket became 
legendary among those fortunate 
enough to enjoy them. 

       

Jeff will be remembered for his     
unshakable work ethic, generous 
spirit, dedication to agriculture, and 
unwavering love and loyalty to his 
family. Through his mentorship, 
friendship, and service to others, he 
touched countless lives. His legacy 
will live on in the family he cherished, 
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On June 5, 1976, Kent and Faye 
Croghan tied the knot in this very 
church, and headed to the ranch 26 
miles southeast of Bassett with a lot of 
hopes and dreams. Kent and Faye 
fixed up a tenant house on the ranch 
and called it home. They were blessed 
with two boys, Trevor Kent and 
Cameron Kade. Those two boys were 
Kent’s pride and joy, even if they insist 
they got very few “Atta boys!” at the 
end of a long day. Before they had 
kids, Kent always liked to have Faye 
ride along with him when he would 
check cattle and pastures. Faye wasn’t 
raised on a ranch so this was a totally 
new experience for her. They would go 
through gate after gate, and Faye 
would get turned around, but she  
didn’t want him to know that. She 
would casually ask Kent, “Whose 
house are we driving by?” Kent’s 
reply was “Pauly and Bessie Lanz.” 
They would go by another place and 
Faye would again ask, “Whose place is 
that?” Kent would patiently say, “Bill 
and Carolyn Sybrant.” Faye saw a 
place with a lot of beautiful trees on it 
and asked Kent again, “Who lives 
there?” His head whipped around in 
disbelief as he said, “we do!” And 
now, 50 years later here, we are here to 
pay tribute to this amazing man. 

       

In Kent and Faye’s early years, 
they made some big decisions and 
took a very large risk when Kent      
decided to purchase the registered K+ 
cowherd from the Jerry Kirwan family 
and he trailed them home. When Kent 
got home, he asked Faye, “What do 
you think we should do with these 
cows?” Faye shrugged her shoulders, 
and said, “I don’t know, what do you 
think we should do?” And Kent asked, 
“Wanna have a bull sale?” And the rest 
is history. 

       

Kent was a definite risk taker,      
and during his tenure on the ranch he 
purchased the home place from his 
dad. In 1999, he purchased the Linke 
place from his lifelong neighbors, Karl 
and June Linke. Karl and his family 
wanted Kent to own part of their  
property and they chose not to put it 
up for sale with a realtor. Kent and 
Faye didn’t even have to go to the 

Aubrey, Teddy and Ella Kate Smith; 
mother, Clarice of Bassett; sister,    
Rennae (Alvin) Ruiz of Torrington, 
WY; along with numerous other        
family members. 

       

Funeral Service was held on        
Friday, July 3, 2026 at the Bassett 
Methodist Church with Pastors        
Andrea Schadel and Joel Wentworth 
officiating at the event. The CD          
selections of “Dirt Cheap” and “Till 
You Can’t” by Cody Johnson and 
“One More Day” by Diamond Rio 
were played. Casketbearers were: 
“Faye’s Magnificent Seven” Butch      
Fischer, Ben Fischer, Keith Ammon, 
Kurt Ammon, Curt Luther and Jake 
Maurer. Honorary Casketbearers were: 
All of Kent’s Other Neighbors & 
Friends. Specials remarks/memories 
were given by Teddy and Aubrey 
Smith, Payton Shankland and Jacob 
Maurer with a eulogy given by Bim 
Nelson. Memorials were suggested to 
the family in Kent’s name for a future 
designation. Interment was in the 
Sybrant Cemetery under the direction 
of the Hoch Funeral Home of Bassett. 
Online condolences may be left for the 
family at www.hochfuneralhome.com. 
Dear Nebraska Angus Association, 

       

I would like to thank you for       
selecting me as a recipient of the 
Heifer Raffle Scholarship. I am          
grateful for your support of students 
like me pursuing their education and 
future in the cattle industry. 

       

This helps ease the financial         
burden at Kansas State and law school 
ahead. Involvement in the Angus 
breed has played a major role in        
shaping my path forward, and it is       
an honor to be supported by an          
organization that invests so much in 
young people.

bank for a loan. The Linke’s carried 
them for several years until they got it 
paid off. They will never forget the 
kindness of that family and all they 
have done for them throughout the 
years. After Kent’s aunt, Alice Van 
Norman passed away, he purchased 
the ground “over west” from his        
Van Norman cousins. His final act of 
securing the operation for the future 
came in the last few years when he 
purchased the ground “down south” 
from his mother, Clarice. 

       

Legacies are sometimes thought of 
as the “material stuff” that you leave 
behind. But for Kent, none of that was 
important. He gave his sons, Trevor 
and Cameron hands on experience 
growing up because it took the whole 
family to make it all work. The boys 
experienced hard life lessons that they 
didn’t always appreciate, but they are 
what have made them the strong and 
confident men they are today. He gave 
them a love and respect for the land, 
and taught them if you take care of the 
land, it will always take care of you. 
But most importantly, he instilled in 
them a work ethic that is second to 
none. He knew these were the things 
they would need to lead a good and 
successful life. Kent loved his sons 
very much, and was proud of the      
fathers they have become. Whether       
it was watching Trevor coach the       
basketball and football teams for 
Aubrey and Teddy, or Cameron        
packing up a bag with diapers, books 
to read, and a pillow so that Ella Kate 
could go help him bale hay, all of those 
were moments that Kent cherished 
with his children. 

       

Somehow Kent knew the secret to 
a good life long before anyone wrote 
about it in a song, “Do what you love 
and call it work!” Kent loved and took 
care of his family through the good 
and tough times. What a strong legacy 
this rancher, husband, father and 
grandfather leaves behind for all of us 
to follow. 

       

Kent was preceded in death by his 
father, George in 2000. He leave to 
mourn his passing, his wife, Faye of 
Bassett; sons, Trevor (Amber) Smith of 
Cohagen, MT and Cameron (Hannah) 
Smith of Bassett; three grandchildren, 
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From Our Mailbox 
 
 
 
THANK YOU 
 
 
 
dear Nebraska Angus Association, 
 
     I would like to thank you for         
selecting me as a recipient of the 
Heifer Raffle Scholarship. I am         
grateful for your support of students 
like me pursuing their education and 
future in the cattle industry. 
     This helps ease the financial burden 
at Kansas State and law school ahead. 
Involvement in the Angus breed has 
played a major role in shaping my 
path forward, and it is an honor to       
be supported by an organization that 
invests so much in young people. 
     Thank you again for your contin-
ued support and for your commitment 
to the future of the Angus breed. 
 

Sincerely, 
tucker Stagemeyer 

 
dear Nebraska Angus Association, 
 
      Thank you for the Heifer Raffle 
Scholarship. I appreciate receiving  
this scholarship. I will be attending 
Central Community College and will 
be studying Ag Business. This scholar-
ship will help cover my tuition cost. 
     Thank you so much! 
 

Sincerely, 
Bailey Sellman 

 
 
dear Nebraska Angus Association 
and Auxiliary, 
 
            Thank you for considering my 
scholarship application for the 2026 
Angus scholarships. I am excited to 
finish my final year of college at the 
University of Nebraska Lincoln. Thank 
you for all of the support over the 
years through my time in the Angus 
Association. 
 

Sincerely, 
JessaLynn Hudson
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generation, and whether we are         
caring for owned or leased pasture, 
stewardship is at the heart of what we 
do. Every breeding decision, every 
pasture  rotation, and every customer 
relationship is another  opportunity to 
serve others well and leave something 
better than we found it.       

Brent CAttLe CoMPAny          
Based in faith                   
Nestled in the rolling hills of 

Nebraska’s Loess Canyons near      
Maywood, Brent Cattle Company is 
owned and operated by Matthew       
and Lacey Brent, alongside their       
sons, Graidy and Memphis. Our first 
priority is to bring glory to God in 
everything He has called us to care for. 
Our second is the family He has         
entrusted to us. Every day, we         
strive  to instill integrity, diligence, 
compassion, and stewardship into our 
boys, believing the greatest legacy we 
can leave is not simply a successful 
ranch, but lives that reflect those      
same values. To us, cattle are not the 
mission—they are the ministry. 

       

That philosophy shapes every     
decision we make. Our breeding      
program is built on proven maternal 
genetics, anchored by the Basin Lucy 
and Summit Crest Empress cow        

families and 
strengthened by 
herd sires such as 
the Payweight and       
RainMaker lines. 
We believe great      
cattle begin with 
exceptional females 
and balanced ge-
netics that perform 
where they matter 
most—in the        
pasture and in      
the hands of         
commercial cattlemen. 
Our commitment is simple: genetics 
backed by  integrity, where maternal, 
carcass, and performance genetics 
come together to add profitability to 
your way of life while building cow 
herds that stand the test of time. 

       

Our commitment extends beyond 
the cattle themselves. We believe we 
are borrowing this land from the next 

The Brent Family
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We invite you to experience Brent 
Cattle Company for yourself at our 
Annual Bull Sale, held each year on 
the first Monday of April. Join us on 
April 5, 2027, and see firsthand the   
genetics, philosophy, and family       
behind our program. Whether you’re          
searching for herd-changing genetics 
or long-term partnerships, we           
would be honored to be part of         
your operation’s future. Visit us at 
BrentCattleCompany.net to learn more, 
view our offering, and follow our        
journey. Together, we’re building   
profitable cattle, stronger families,    
and a legacy that will endure for    
generations. 
 

t   D AnguS                      
Legacy rebuilt ,                 
A future redefined                              

Trey and Dayna Wasserburger,       
alongside their children, Westyn,       
Gentry, Gwyn, and Wacey lead  TD 
Angus, a powerhouse seedstock             
operation rooted in North Platte,        
Nebraska. Their journey began in 2017 
when they purchased the historic 
Rishel Ranch, a 40‑year landmark in 
Angus genetics built by Bill and Barb 
Rishel. What started as an opportunity 
to preserve a legacy has evolved        
into one of the most progressive and 
customer‑driven Angus programs in 
the country. 

       

Today, TD Angus sells 500 bulls 
annually into 30+ states, with semen 
and embryos shipped worldwide. 
Their focus is simple but unwavering: 
produce hard‑working, high‑value  

$25,000 in cash prizes to  customers 
who put their genetics to the test. 

       

Each year, on the third Friday in 
March, the ranch hosts its signature 
event: the TD Angus Annual Bull Sale. 
More than 400 bulls, large groups of 
commercial females, and ranch        
geldings are offered, giving cattlemen 
across the country access to              
disciplined genetics built for 
real‑world performance. Their             
expanding ET program provides a   
rare opportunity for customers to sort 

cattle backed by  
unmatched             
customer service. 
That commitment 
shows up in every 
corner of their       
operation - from 
their calf buyback 
program and       
custom AI breeding 
services to the       
innovative TD Feed 
Test, which awards 

The Wasserburger Family
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through the very top of a 45‑year cow 
herd - a herd anchored by some of the 
most influential sires in Angus history. 

       

For TD Angus bulls like New    
Design 036, New Frontier 095, and 
Ambush 28 shaped the breed from  
this very ranch. TD Angus honors   
that foundation while pushing the   
envelope with modern curve‑       
bending genetics, including sires  like 
T/D Doc Ryan, the $525,000 standout 
whose  influence continues to  elevate 
the program. The  Wasserburgers’   
goal is clear: create elite feeder cattle 
capable of hitting Prime while          
maintaining sustainable, long‑lasting 
maternal strength. 

       

Their path into seedstock      
wasn’t traditional. As a feedlot‑          
focused family, Trey and Dayna saw 
firsthand the value of high‑gaining, 
high‑  marbling  cattle. When the     
opportunity arose to carry forward the 
Rishel legacy, they jumped and they 
believed in the genetics enough to buy 
back calves through their own family 
feedlot in North Platte. That feedlot 
perspective drives every decision they 
make today, ensuring  TD Angus cattle 
perform  not just on paper, but in the 
chute, on feed, and on the rail. 

       

TD Angus stands at the                
intersection of heritage and                
innovation, a  family‑run operation 
committed to building better cattle, 
supporting  commercial producers, 
and shaping the future of the Angus 
breed one  generation at a time.   
 

DAigger-orr AnguS & 
reD AnguS                        
Decades in the Making       

Diagger-Orr Angus and Red Angus is 
built on a foundation of hard work,  
innovation, and commitment to the 
cattle industry in Nebraska's Sandhills. 

       

John Daigger grew up near        
Ringgold, Nebraska, where he               
developed the work ethic and passion 
for ranching that would shape his          
future. While working for the Musser 
family west of Tryon, he met Patricia 
Winder, whose lifelong connection to 
livestock and ranch life made them a 

sale could be hosted right at the ranch 
headquarters. Many successful sales 
have occurred in that barn, and many 
herd sires have sold there. The place 
southeast of North Platte had the      
attributes necessary to become a fully 
functioning bull and heifer develop-
ment facility that was close to feed and 
hay supplies. The mama cows stayed 
on summer grass and winter range at 
Tryon, but were calved and AIed in 
North Platte. That is still the current 
program. 

       

Beyond building a successful        
cattle operation, John and Pat raised 
five daughters—Ginger, Mary, Betty, 
Gladys, and Ruth—instilling in them 
the values of stewardship, integrity, 
and a strong work ethic. Their          
commitment to family and agriculture 
created a legacy that continues 
through future generations. 

       

In 2002, the operation expanded 
into Red Angus genetics. The next 
generation joined when Ruth Daigger 
married David Orr in 2005. Ruth    
purchased her first registered Angus 
female in 2007, and after a short career 
with the railroad, David joined the 
ranch full-time in 2010, forming       
Daigger-Orr Angus & Red Angus. 
Known for his exceptional knowledge 
of the herd, David brings a deep      
understanding of the cattle and their 
performance history. Together, David 
and Ruth are raising five children - 
Grant, Clay, Blaine, Barrett, and 
Aubrey - while continuing the family's 
tradition of excellence in the cattle    
industry. 

natural partnership. After marrying in 
1965, John and Pat began building 
their cattle operation, purchasing the 
Avery Ranch in 1969 and later taking 
over the Musser Ranch in 1974. 

       

Their focus on progressive herd 
management led them to adopt              
performance records, artificial                  
insemination, carcass evaluation, and 
ultrasound technology long before 
these practices became commonplace. 
The foundation of Daigger Angus was 
established in 1976 with the purchase 
of a select group of Angus females that 
helped shape the herd for decades to 
come. 

       

John is a Lifetime Member of the 
American Angus Association and       
has served on the Nebraska Angus  
Association Board. In the mid-80s John 
and Pat sold their first registered 
Angus bulls in the Nebraska Angus 
Association Sale in Mullen. They       
consigned to several sales there         
before they began a joint production 
sale with other  
producers in 1987. 

       

In 1989, the 
family moved              
operations to North 
Platte and 
launched the first 
annual Daigger 
Angus Production 
Sale, which             
continues today. 
Later on, a sale 
barn was built on 
site so the annual 

John & Pat Daigger

The Orr Family
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Today, Daigger-Orr Angus, Red 
Angus, and now SimAngus combines 
the experience and vision of multiple 
generations, producing practical        
performance-driven Angus, Red 
Angus, and SimAngus cattle while  
upholding the values of stewardship, 
integrity, and hard work established 
by John and Pat more than six decades 
ago. 
 

grAff CAttLe                         
r ich in History           
Graff Cattle headquartered 7 ½ 

miles east of Ogallala is owned by 
Chuck Graff.  Registered livestock 
since 1898 has been part of the           
inherited genetics in Chuck.  Graff  
cattle is a family operation with the 
cattle calving in the valley where   
longhorns were trailed from Texas to 
the rail yards in Ogallala in 1874.  
Black Angus are the prominent        
breed throughout western Nebraska 
and Graff genetics support many        
producers in the area.  Yes, the           
commitment comes naturally “it’s      
not what we are But Who we are”.  

       

Having grown up in an Angus 
herd located at Bancroft in Cuming 
County with a rich history in cattle       
feeding, a true appreciation of           
performance and carcass was natural. 

       

Graff Cattle incorporates ET,           
AI and top nature vice sires in their 
breeding program.  Structural        
soundness and movement are a          
first and foremost breeding selection 
requirement.  Carcass and maternal 

production, retained replacements,  
finishing cattle, farming, and haying.  
It gives him a broad understanding of 
what traits matter across the beef      
industry. With Holly managing much 
of the day‑to‑day work (often with 
two young boys at her side), docility is 
a top priority, along with structural 
soundness, fertility, and longevity.  
The family also raises a small number 
of Quarter Horses, blending Holly’s 
lifelong interest in bloodlines and    
conformation with their cattle            
philosophy: animals should be           
attractive, functional, and capable. 

       

Twisted J Angus markets bulls 
through the Nebraska Bull Test each 
March and sells private treaty. Re-
placement heifers are offered after 
weaning in the fall, either private 
treaty or through Broken Bow        
Livestock. Many of their customers are 
neighbors, friends, and family, which 
gives the Jenkins family the unique  
advantage of watching their bulls       
mature and seeing calf crops               
firsthand. That feedback has become          
a cornerstone of their breeding           
decisions. 

       

Jason and Holly have set for goals 
for Twisted J Angus. Their short-term 
goal aims to provide genetics that      
improve commercial herds while 
maintaining fundamentals like sound 

traits have always been emphasized 
over the last 50 plus years of which 
40 have been at Ogallala and with               
additional DNA input such as                
congestive heart failure input is a         
constant enjoyable challenge. An          
annual bull sale is the first Saturday       
in February.  Chuck is committed to 
breeding registered cattle and as a       
reliable source of top genetics to beef 
producers. Chuck will keep doing so 
“till the creek doesn’t rise.”  
 

t  WiSteD J AnguS                         
A focused,  family‑  
Driven Angus Program  

        in Central  nebraska                                
     In the hills around Arnold,             
Nebraska, the Jenkins family, Jason 
and Holly, along with their sons Jhett 
and Jarrett operate Twisted J Angus,      
a registered Angus herd built on           
intentional breeding and practical, 
profitable cattle. Though Twisted J 
Angus has been operating for ten 
years, its foundation reaches back to 
Holly’s family, the Grabouskis of  
Beatrice, Nebraska. Her grandfather 
ran Greenview Farms, her uncles 
began raising registered Angus in       
the 1970s, and her mother was               
active in the Nebraska Junior Angus 
Association, later serving as Nebraska 
Angus Princess and Queen. Those 
early influences still shape the Jenkins 
herd today. Jason’s path began in         
California, but time spent on his         
family’s ranch in Arnold sparked         
his love for Nebraska. He moved        
permanently in 2013, started a        
commercial herd, and after he and 
Holly established their home, they 
purchased their first registered heifer 
in 2016. That decision marked the shift 
toward building a quality registered 
Angus program. 

       

Today, Twisted J Angus runs about 
40 registered cows on 600 owned and 
leased acres. Their breeding program 
incorporates proven sires such as Sitz 
Resilient 10208, TEF Outside 514, 
Barstow Cash, and BA7 Oaks Bold 
Ruler. Jason’s work for a nearby ranch 
where he’s involved in cow‑calf           

The Jenkins Family

Graff Cattle
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structure, good feet, quality udders, 
fertility, and disposition. Long‑term, 
they strive for predictable, consistent 
genetics and a reputation built on 
trust. 

BALDriDge-tieDeMAn 
AnguS  Sixty years          
Baldridge- Tiedeman Angus 

welcomes you to the Nebraska Angus 
Tour, and will be displaying cattle on 
Sunday, September 27th, at the Lincoln 
County Fairgrounds. Baldridge-     
Tiedeman Angus has roots in the 
North Platte area that stretch for six 
decades, and is operated by Bob and 
Becky Tiedeman, and Jake and         
Lindsay Tiedeman. They also extend 
their appreciation to Herd Manager 
and genetic partner, Sage Young and 
to Tayton Lucas for his help. 

       

The Tiedeman’s prioritize progres-
sively balanced seedstock that fit the 
Sandhills environment. Calving in the 
Spring and Fall seasons, and using  
embryo transfer allows the Tiedeman’s 
to expand their proven cow families 
and create consistent sire groups.  
Proven cow families that are known to 
produce herd bulls are a central focus. 
Those families include the Everelda 
Entense, Emulota, Forever Lady, Erica 
of Ellston, and Mary Blackbird cow 
lines. 

       

To best create a low-stress avenue 
to match genetics to customers,       
Tiedeman’s offer 100 private treaty 
bulls each Spring from the ranch.  
Their female production sale is held   
in conjunction with Frank Cattle       

beginning of my own chapter - a    
commitment to continue my family's 
legacy while building something 
uniquely my own. 

       

Today, my focus is on raising 
high‑quality, long‑lasting Angus       
cattle that stand the test of time.        
Every animal in this herd is built with 
purpose: sound feet, strong udders, 
structural integrity, and the kind of 
growth and performance that matter 
in real‑world conditions. Each          
breeding decision is intentional,  
aimed at producing cattle that not  
only excel in the pasture but elevate 
the herds they go on to influence. 

       

Groseth Angus is driven by a        
simple guiding vision: “The next       
generation of Practical, Predictable, 
and Profitable Angus cattle.”This        
operation is more than a business.          
It is a continuation of a family legacy 
and a promise to do things the right 
way, to honor the work of those who 
came before me, and to build cattle 
that represent the very best of what 
our state stands for. With every calf 
born and every decision made, 
Groseth Angus moves forward with 
purpose, carrying a proud heritage 
into the future of the beef industry.

and Genetics each November, near 
Chappell, Nebraska. The Frank and 
Tiedeman families work seamlessly to 
provide gentle, maternally focused  
genetics that deliver long-term value 
to their customers. 

       

Hospitality and appreciation of 
the people in our industry are also      
important to the Tiedeman family. 
Becky’s father, Jim Baldridge, instilled 
this perspective in his family. They 
consider it a privilege to work with  
fellow cattle producers and always 
enjoy learning and networking over a 
tasty steak. Supporting the youth of 
our industry is also important, and the 
Tiedeman’s are enthusiastic propo-
nents of local 4H, FFA, and Junior 
Angus activities. 

       

The Tiedeman’s are excited to  
welcome the Nebraska Angus Tour to 
North Platte and look forward to your 
visit any time of year! 
 

groSetH AnguS                       
A Legacy Built  for  the 
next generation         

     As a third‑generation beef and 
seedstock operation rooted in the  
heart of the beef state, Groseth Angus 
carries forward a legacy shaped by 
dedication, resilience, and a deep            
respect for the cattle industry. What 
began decades ago with the hard work 
and vision of the generations before 
me took on new life in the summer of 
2020, when I purchased my first cows 
going into my junior year of high 
school. That moment marked the           

Jake and Bob Tiedeman

Cade Groseth
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Fall 2026 Sales & 
Events Calendar

SEPTEMBER 
2- Nebraska State Fair Open Angus 

Show- Grand Island 
20- *Deadline* NAA Holiday Issue 

Advertisement Space  
Reservation Due 

27-28- Nebraska Angus Tour 
 
OCTOBER 
1-*Deadline* Final NAA Holiday 

Issue Advertisement Due 
15- *Deadline* NAA Royalty  

Application 
24- Vision Angus Fall Female Sale, 

Holyoke, CO 
26- Dal Porto Female Sale- Brewster 
31- Bear Mountain Female Sale-  

Palisade 
 
NOVEMBER 
12-15- National Angus Convention- 

Louisville, KY 
12- Hoffman Ranch Fall Bull Sale- 

Thedford 
20- Connealy Angus Fall Bull Sale- 

Whitman 
21- Baldridge-Tiedeman & Frank  

Cattle Female Sale-  
Lodgepole 

 
DECEMBER 
1- *Deadline* NAA Winter Issue  

Advertisement Space  
Reservation Due 

4- Schurrtop Bull Sale- McCook 
5- NeJAA Winter Show & Supper- 

Kearney 
5- NAA Royalty Competition-  

Kearney 
7- Weber Farms Bull Sale- Plainview 
10-*Deadline* Final NAA Winter  

Issue Advertisement Due 
12- Key Ranch Bull Sale- Miller 
14- TK Angus Bull Sale- Valentine 

PRIVATE TREATY SALES 
Baldridge-Tiedeman- North Platte 
Bluffside Angus- Silver Creek 
Dolezal Angus- Rushville 
Groth Angus- Monroe 
McConnell Angus- starting March 1st 
MGM Angus LTD- Johnson 
N Backward 7 Cattle Co- Anselmo 
Lylester Ranch- Martell 
 

PRIVATE TREATY SALES 
Oldemeyer Cattle Co- Firth 
Schafer Angus- Nehawka 
Schulte Angus Ranch- Kearney 
Sisco Brothers Cattle Co- Syracuse 
Sonderup Angus- Genoa 
T&E Angus- Clarks 
Twisted J Angus- Arnold 
Weber Farms Angus- Plainview
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For details contact Morgan (308) 750-3125 or Kevin (308) 750-9055 

Glause Family  
379 Hwy. 92 • Palmer, NE 68864 

Lazy Black Diamond Ranch 
Registered Angus Since 1951 

Bred for fertility, calving ease, maternal,  
disposition, growth, carcass, and conformation. 

Bull Sale Last Saturday in February  
@ Huss Livestock 

Private Treaty Bulls Available 
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“Dutch” & Marian Dethlefs 
31310 Imperial Rd •  
Ravenna, NE 68869 
Ph. 308/452-4147

Craig & Laurie Dethlefs 
514 Milan Ave •  

Ravenna, NE 68869 
308/530-0014

DETHLEFS ANGUS RANCH 

Registered 
Angus 

Since 
1950 

“Where Quality Counts” 

Annual Production Sale - March 2027 
Females & Club Calves for Sale Private Treaty 

www.frenzencattle.com 

FRENZEN ANGUS
“More Pounds - More Profit” 

50802 N. Edgewood Rd. 
Fullerton, NE 68638

Galen Frenzen Cell: (308)550-0237  
 Eric Frenzen Cell: (308) 550-0238

Jerry & Gary Dethlefs 
Annual Production Sale • Second Saturday of January 

78119 S. River Rd. - Rockville, NE 68871 - 308/372-3200 
www.dethlefsangus.com
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Bulls, Heifers, & Embryos for Sale Private Treaty

THIS AD SPACE  
IS AVAILABLE 

CONTACT MARGO LEHN 

NEBRASKA ANGUS ASSOCIATION 

Benoit Angus 
BULL SALE ~ MARCH 2027 

“Third Thursday in March” 
 

Everett & Bonnie Benoit 
621 Hwy 61 • Esbon, KS 66941 

(785) 725-3231 • (888) 870-2855 
 

Chad Benoit • (785) 725-3005 
 

Doug & Michelle Benoit • (785) 725-6211 

ebbenoit@ruraltel.net 

LORI 308/550-0349 • ASHLEY 308/550-0239

“Brand of  
Excellence”

30586 STATE HIGHWAY 22 • GENOA, NE 68640
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The New Generation of Animal 
Breeder 

 
The beef industry is one willing to invest in the 

next generation of producers. 
 

By Larissa Novo, AGI® Research Associate 
July 7, 2026 

 

       

In the United States, there are 
large numbers of young people            
involved in organizations like the      
National Junior Angus Association 
(NJAA), FFA and 4-H; and many are 
exposed to animal agriculture in 
hands-on ways. We celebrate when 
families have the chance to hand 
down their herds and persist for a 
century or longer.  

       

While it is clear our industry         
values mentorship and paying            
forward lessons learned, how does 
this translate to the next generation       
of animal breeders? As more technolo-
gies become available and more traits 
of interest are studied, what are we 
learning today about the challenges 
cattle breeders will face tomorrow? 

       

We tend to think new generations 
will have it easier, but solutions           
appear at the same speed as new 
problems show up. 

       

Devices that track health patterns, 
cameras for monitoring, imaging  
with gait tracking for lameness, and 
many other technologies are being  
implemented into the ranching 
lifestyle. We have robots sweeping 
and pushing the food in dairy             
operations, milking cows and             
somehow before we noticed, we’re 
witnessing the Jetsons’ way of         
farming. 

       

Automation may decrease the 
need for manual labor for current       
and future generations, but it also       
demands niche knowledge. The next 
generation might not need to be         
constantly driving to a barn in below-
freezing temperatures, but they will 
likely need to know how to operate a 
drone and to budget for their farm’s 
cloud storage. 

       

Apart from the technology piece, 
more intensive cattle farming comes 
with biological challenges as well. 
More density inside pens, more        
pressure on finishing time, sexual   
precocity, faster growing … all create 
metabolic stress and increase the      
burden on the immune system. 

       

New technologies for monitoring 
health also mean new traits, new         
selection criteria and breeding        
strategies. Many options for data- 
driven selection are already available 
in the market, and a plethora of         
indexes and expected progeny         
differences (EPDs) make the learning 
curve steeper each year. 

       

“Every expert was once a               
beginner and as a partner for genetic 
improvement, AGI and the American 

Angus Association are committed to 
educational efforts for this and future 
generations.” — LARISSA NOVO 

       

Genetic selection for disease           
resistance will continue to be a             
priority, whether a new monitoring 
system is launched or not. 

       

However, health traits are                 
inherently challenging to improve 
through genetics because of                   
environmental factors that play a          
role alongside genetics. The next          
generation of cattle breeders must       
approach lowly heritable traits of         
interest in the health space with a       
disciplined approach to selection.  

       

These selection goals will be          
influenced by the long-term                   
economics of the operations and        
outside, sometimes uncontrollable, 
challenges that are influenced by folks 
not operating in your farm or ranch. 
Realistically, no perfect selection goal 
exists, and trade-offs often are made 
while acknowledging the limits              
of genetic selection when the                   
environment is not correctly              
accounted for. 

       

At the 2026 Beef Improvement 
Federation’s Symposium, economist 
Derrell Peel of Oklahoma State            
University shared that the 2025 U.S. 
calf crop was the smallest since 1941, 
and the 2025 beef cow inventory was 
the smallest since 1961. So, on one 
hand we can be thankful for high 
prices at a time when supplies are low. 
On the other hand, animal breeders 
and their customers (and their           
customers’ customers), are interested 
in how we can make genetic improve-
ments and make better management 
decisions to do more with less.  

       

New technologies also mean the 
bar for basic knowledge changed; and 
the same way computers replaced pen 
and paper, newcomers will need to 
have algorithms in the back of their 
heads. 

       

While some in-depth knowledge 
will not be required in the future as 
some management decisions may be 
software-based, future animal breed-
ers will need to know a little about 
everything, from biology to politics.  

       

New generations will have even 
more access to information, but will 
still need guidance and a good succes-
sion plan. Regardless of databases and 
profit, ranching is also about families 
and a way of life.  

       

In uncertain scenarios, what likely 
won’t change for new animal breeders 
is the importance of economic signals, 
the desire to simplify selection and the 
effects of having confidence in the se-
lection tools used. 

       

Every expert was once a beginner 
and as a partner for genetic improve-
ment, Angus Genetics Inc. (AGI) and 
the American Angus Association are 
committed to educational efforts for 
this and future generations.   
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16 - ADR Cattle Company Angus Herd Complete Dispersal, Dunlap, IA                    
26 - Pennsylvania Finest Female Angus Sale, Connellsville, PA 
 
 
 
 
  3 - Clark Farms 5th Annual Angus Female Sale, Hustontown, PA                    
10 - Wright Brothers Beef Annual Production Sale, Moneta, VA              
17 - Gerloff Farms 19th Annual Bull Fest & Female Sale, Bland, MO                 
17 - Sipe Angus Production Sale, Claremont, NC                
24 - Janssen Angus Fall Production Sale, Earlham, IA              
31 - Ward Brothers The Legacy Continues Sale, Plattsburg, MO 
 
 
 
 
  3 - McCabe Genetics Bull Sale, Elk City, KS 
  7 - Star Creek Angus Ranch Bull & Female Sale, Durant, OK               
13 - Ingram Angus Fall Production Sale, Lynnville, TN               
14 - Casey Green Cattle Company Annual Angus Bull and Female Production Sale, Bishop, GA                
21 - Blue & Gray/Gragg Farms Angus Production Sale, Gore, VA            
21 - Quaker Hill Angus Bull Sale, Louisa, VA, sale at Gordonsville, VA              
27 - J.J. Scheckel Angus Annual Black Friday Production Sale, Bellevue, IA 
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